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'.rQ e:xpact '!i!XC~lle~CG in teaching and research in the ~..atu:ra'l 
sci~nces without pro-11t1ting well.+.~quipped laboratories ~o4ld ·be .a 
eruel ho.;~..x·.. Yet .for a long tintm a J::'~ ·ctari<Jt.llar classroom o&ciUipp3d 
with nothintj mo:ra than chnlkboard ai~.d chaixs. was considel:ed suffi.;.,; 
cien't for the teaching of .s .ocial science. gembership in ·. ~he :lnter­
t,tniversity consorti\1m fo~: :?olit:tcal Rese.arch beaxs the same r~la""' .·· 
tionship ·to pol~tical sc1:onc$ as the laho:rator:y do~s to ·tha . sci~ncas" 
one would not thiPJ:.: of a r~e~1 i)cience ~:nd Eng:i.neering auildin9 with- .~ 
out laboratories 1 one shot1ld not· think of a Social Scienqe. · Dapartment 
without conaorti\.'m membar:ship .. 

The lnter-t."ni\7~:rsit;y Consori:.i\1ffi fo:r Political r--asearch (!C~R) 
was created :tn 1952 as a n~t'~ O.eve1opment in acaderaic organization. 
It is a paxtnexship bef..w;z~en the Cen-ter fox Political Studi.es of Th,~ 
University of Hichigan a<l.d coll~g~ae- tmiver::>ities, and non-profit .·, 
research o:rganizatio:~s no-:;., .nti!."2baring ov:ar 14·0 in tha U'ni te_d Sates and 
abroad . ., Its o?:>j0t:!\:i .. ~es inc}X.d 2 {1) C!:'Slatin·g an archi.ve of multl-purpo:se 
aatfl that "dll seJ....,;a a vaJ::i1::ty o f r ,e se::;rch and i:r~ining naeda: (2) · 
develcpin9' comput:~r bas.~d n.:rs ter1s o f ca'>:a r£::::Ina;;;-e!;'teni: aO!ld stai:d.stical 
analys.is designed 'Go max.5.mi z :::: trL;: l.H:ilit;y for ·che individual scholar . 
of th¢ data ava:l,.labl~ f::~:.·o:c\ th·e a~cchi 't:-e~; (3} de·\i'aloping train~.ng pro­
grams shap~o to' ene:.ble . sc'h,::>le.~'S fo ma.~e optimal use of the .ar chival 
dat.ao 

The heax-t of ths ICPH i .s ii:s un aur,9assed data archive. Original ly 
a reposito.ry fo::t: the SurV"ey E~s~a~ch Cenb::tr' s bi~nninl national elect.ion 
su:r1ray data, it no•.\~, includ~s machine ra2cable da'i:a in all areaa of 
political sq:.l.enc,_;:, , da'l::a that is also ?aj,uable to tha other disciplines 
in tha Social Sciences. ~these data files are the ~aw mate:rials oE r1lany 
major pieces of re:zearc:1 i n t.he paut sevaral d-=:ca.des and represent sub­
stantial investment~ of t i:;;:.e and tal ent by t he original invest.iga;:onr~ 
S.eve:ral million dollars o Z public and :private funds. have St1j?ported the 
initial a'equis ~.~io~ or: i:h ;3 ca::!i ·no•-! .:l.n thg !CPR archive. 

A list of data file s in the IC:?R axchi".Te is far too lengthy to be 
included hQze~ but is incl u c1:=:d in the: 19:56-1958 biennial roport. of tl1e 
lCPR and t he 1969 and 1970 a ::1Dt1a l ::.apo:rbs; copie s of ..,.1hich ara c"~hl.i l­
abla in SS-216. 

fQc-..1 l ·cy and stucl.en t s 'hil'll e aec~ss 

·ch:a f iel d ::; of Ama .rican t]OVernman t , 
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'~pa,l;l&'J;iive· po1d.~ics, .. anc'i intc.u·r~;acionc::t1 relat5~ons.. Al:thutt9'h til'e~i .:O: 
- d~·ca woul:q probnbxy recaive their greatest use in tl\a Depar·~!l;en~ of 
Political Science}., .they '\vill be available to all manibe:rs of the col.,. 
lege community and shot\ld be -of particuJ.a:c value to .otliet departn:ents 
in biviai.on !~4 the undergraduate interdisciplinary p-rograms i.n La~>i.71 

_American St.~di-es a.nc1 Comparative communist s~ucHes, the Ui.."lde:rgrach,u~t ;) 
and _.c;p;adl.!ats p:rogram~ in Ame:d.can SQ:udieslr ·and possibly ,the gr.ac!u~ '-~ 0 .· 
program in Ao.ministrativo z,nd E~19~incor:lng Syst:ems. There is · nd 6)t:iY,:. 

that faculty ~nd students in prog:rams an.d departments other ·than ~•ol--· 
itica1 Scienc~ \•.ti.li benefit from the dbllege • s msmb~rship in the lCl'·l<. . 

'!'he , availability of a rich .. lodt~ of data th:r:ou:gh XCPR roemberah:l,p 
wi~l benefit both th.~ stu.d~nt body and th-e faculty. In Pf.>litieal 
saif,naa, · as in all i::ha social sciencea, large amounts of diverse dat a 
a:re·-required for research., and the cost · o:.E collecting these data a.:re 
usuqlly: t.he majo~ obstacl·~ in a· res~arch project .. 

V..ambership in the ICPR "·;ou.ld be a tremenc;lous boost to indepsnq:-1r~ t 
J;"GS0arcll by st\-"idents.. 'L':"le tan t,,;eek trimester and ~he t\<7e~ty~ \'leek.a f<.>::· 
s~niot tl'):esJ.s, xesea:rch are -of-tan insu-ffi.c:ient tirna. for'. stu&ents ito ' 
d~~ign' a 'research projec!.:, colle~"t the requisite data, an~J.yz~ the 
data., ~nd produce · a -.,rell-w:::itt~J!l reporto S~11.d~v,~.-s · i!l.r~ also savar.aly 
lim.ited by lack of funcl;. and the ai fficul t y of collecting data outs i cL::• 
of the Capital Di strict. G'l1en more so i:l foreign countries o Too of.te _~, 
the data colleci;.ion cQsts of ori·ginal research leac1 to inde~nd::=nt 
studies and senior theses whic.1l zn:e little; mo:re than rehash of wh~t 
othe:rE:!_ have done. •:rh-a libr~xy is quite proparly th-e students • major 
research cente; but is zhould not be the- only ~;neo 

Data . coll~c-i:icn is no~ ?che proh~l;>i.ti\re obstacle t:o f~culty re­
search in the social sci~~nces that it: is to student research_, but J.t · 
is noncthel.ess a major cost. - ~"he a~ .... ailability of social science data 
through the ICPR tharefor\9 bacome s an irr1po:r·tant asset for facul·ty ~~­
searche Union is unden lab1_:i inr;,zeas1ng its emphasis on faculty re­
search, and ·· if this is to be a juatifiable expectation _ on the pa:rt 
of ·the · college, it. must alzo p:ro-vidl:: the faculty -.:"'ith some of, the 
means to_ do r~seai:ch. I r.:~;··,~. T-gmbershi'!? ,..;ouJd gn far toward encou:ra gir: g 
and promoting facult y :r,esec:..rch in r:-oli~ical science as \-7~11 a s in a 
numb~:;: of othel.' a:reas in -.;;~,;e sccicd .. scienc:S;!; .. 
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In addition to its data >archive, the ICPR has ciev~:lo!)Q.a •t"aining 
seminars and spec~~liz~d r¢sea4:'ch seminaJ:s. Eaob sumrae:r sinoe, 19$3 
the, ICP'R has offe.lt,.fa<:ls-\lm!nar .s.entil'la:ts. on re~earcb •. desi9n4 · data an;;tly~ia. 
and/or the appl,icCl,tion of Jrtathemat-ics to polit-ical ~eJs~:atch.. ~he · ·· . 
training prog~am .m*eS· 'ex~~m;ive .us·e ··of son1e .. of ·tlle .lttost· out;stanc;l~ng., 
po)titicC11 ·sc;iQ!ltist!k and·' tlte·. l=c~n · dei.ta archi\te. These· '&erni:tie1rs pi()~ , 
vJ..de the best methodological trail'ling available in the discipline ... 
Financ'ial assistance to the participants in t~e summer seminars is 
pJ;c>vided by t}l~ICPR• . In the past .th:is financial aid has covered 
more than half. the cost for tHe pa,.rt:icipanta .. 

AlSo since 1953, the !CPR has organized speciali'2ed research 
seminars to review research in var.ious substantive areas. In the 
past theae seminars. have dealt ,.;j.th such topics . as judicial 'behi.ivior, 
comparatlve_:1,oliti.cal 1:eseardi, developing count:t'Jes, ·•and legislative/: 
'behavior.. · . 

.. .. ·. .. rt:tle onl:.t' d~at.r))~ck ' to · j~in~n,g the lCPJ{ is. the annual m~~q't:)ership 
fee.. This amounts :tf<) $2300 for 1970,..71, $2600 ._.for 1971•72, and . 
$2900 for 1972-73. Although the bem.~ fits of · ICPR memb¢rsl1ip exce'e!d 
the financial cost, recognition of the ·college's tight ,budgetl.ed to 
the investigation last year of joint. ntem~rship as a me;;ns o.f· re­
du:einq the ct;>st to the. coJ;.l~ge. . The !Cl?R is w!l.~in.g to aceepf:· joint 
memberships, Swartpmo:re, Jia~lerford, and Bryn z.tawr alrfaady sharing a 
membership, but of the nine memba.!.'S of the audson-r.toha;\'rk Aos()Ciati,.on; 
only Skidmore indicated an interest in j oining the ICPR.. . Other pos­
sible · pa'rt.ne:rs in the upscat.e ~i!e~ .. ~ York a:rea include Colgat.e, vassar. 
and Hamilton. Joint meabership p-Ossibilities are be.ing e~plored 
agai\1. this ~~ear· .: but Union 9 s m,·;m:bership should not ba .dependant upon 

· finding one or more par~:nors to share tha cost.. ICP-R tnerobershi·p is 
simply'· too valuable to bQ contin9·ant upon a shared membership fe.e. 

No -o~t.her invest.m-9n~ can crea·i~2 more possibilities for student: 
and ~aculty: research ·:::.h an access ~o the data files and trainincr pro­
c.;rxainS of th~ lCPR, a n d in a time of ·constructed flnnf .. -:ti21 . 
resources for the acnd0raic ~:O!'\'lrilUnit,i~ 'this has become even more cc·n~ 
sequan·i:ial than in the past .. '!he li1~elS.,hood of ¢ither public L•X" 
foundation funding for individti.al res·earch projects is eertain1.y not 
as bri9ht a;; in the . p c:.2t . Th;'lrefore, !CPR membership is of ·in­
creasin<J. value to the .ir.!di•Jidua l facult:.y member and tt ':.u~"'!·'·t ·~ 
and to a ny college wi th a cQnt.inui n·g cornmitment to excellence in 
teaching and ·· research~ 



5~hools ... similar. ·. to U"Q.ion •· I' a r · .. ,. t .... 1•: •• ., -.-.a ' ;: , 

Dartmouth college . 

Swarthmore College 

(HPV~l::ford) 
(Biyn Mawr) 

t:7•sleyan Univer$ity 

wi;"lli.~mscoll~ge 

A:rizonaStat~ university 

~ison univE!rslty 

Georgia State Colle9"e 

university of Goi:henburg (S"YJeden) 

;Harvard t4live:rsity 

Idallp State Unive;raity 

University o£ !:lew Hampshire 

North Te~{as State Uni.·v-Grsity 

Princeton University 



·Univer~ity of South<Carollina; .. . . . . 

SfmY 6 Albany ··· 

StJN¥, au.ffalo 

SlmY, ·Stony Brook 

unS.versity of Vermont 

Yale Uni.versity 




