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The first ICPSR version of the 1978 American. National Election 
Study is now available. Data requests that have been 
currently being processed, and forthcoming requests w 
in the order in which they are received, The codeboo 
udy is being provided on tape. Please note that th 

for this study is in Class I form, although the supplementary files 
described below are available as Class 11. 

Warren E. Miller, National Election Studies1 
Center for Political Studies; 

THE AMERICAN NATIONAL ELECTION STUDY, 1978 
(ICPSR j ’7655) 

2304 respondents, 49 cards of data per respondent, and 1046 
variables. The respondents were interviewed in a sample of 
108 congressional districts after the 1978 congressional 
elections. 

The 1978 American National Election Stud.y is the first to 
be conducted under a grant from the National Science Foun- 
dation (grant # SOC 77-0888) providing long-term support 
for the American national election studies. The primary 
objective of this survey was to analyze the attitudes and 
behavior of the American electorate in the. context of the 
1978 congr&essional elections. 
respondents’ evaluations of their distr3ct’s candidates -- 
both the incumbent and opponent -- along several dimensions. 
They were asked to assess the candidates in terms of their 
issue-orientations, performance in office, behavior during 
the campaign, and ability to represent the interests of the 
constituency. 

Major emphasis was placed on 





A s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  rt'he s tudy  included a series of ques t ions  on 
t h e  media coverage of t h e  campaigns and scales t h a t  meas-ured 
t h e  respondents '  p o s i t i o n  on major social. i s s u e s  -- inc luding  
ulrban tinnfest, p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  accused, a i d  t o  
minority groups, government insurance  p l an ,  and women's r o l e  
i n  s o c i e t y o  The perceived p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  
as w e l l  as c e r t a i n - p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  on these  i s s u e s  w a s  a l s o  
a sce r t a ined .  

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  survey d a t a ,  t h e  1978 e l e c t i o n  s tudy a l s o  
conta ins  several contex tua l  components t h a t  have been added 
t o  t h e  respondents '  f i l e ,  These d a t a  c o n s i s t  o f :  1) His tor -  
i c a l  E lec t ion  Returns,  a t  t h e  s ta te ,  congressional  d i s t r i c t ,  
and county levels f o r  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e s  of p re s iden t ,  
governor, U.S. Senator and Representa t ive ,  1972-1976; 2) 1978 
E lec t ion  Returns f o r  primary and genera l  e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  same 
o f f i c e s ;  3) 3ncumbent c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  inc luding  information 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  incumbent U.S. Representat ives  of the  95th 
Congress from t h e  108 congressional  d i s t r i c t s  sampled i n  t h e  
survey (a major f e a t u r e  of t h i s  component i s  a series of per- 
formance r a t i n g s  t h a t  each member of Congress received from 
c e r t a i n  i n t e r e s t  groups and from t h e  Congressional Quar t e r ly ) ;  
and 4) Candidate C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which apply t o  t h e  Democratic 
and Republican candidates  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  of U.S. Representa t ive  
i n  t h e  1978 genera l  e l e c t i o n s  ( t h e  l a t t e r  d a t a  w e r e  obtained 
from a 1978 candidate  ques t ionnai re  t h a t  w a s  adminis tered by 
Congressional Quar te r ly ,  'Enc.) Class I. 

Also a v a i l a b l e  f o r  use  wi th  t h e  1978 E lec t ion  Study are f i v e  
f i l e s  of d a t a  i n i t i a l l y  prepared by t h e  U.S, Census Bureau. 
Each of t hese  s e p a r a t e  d a t a s e t s  conta ins  s o c i a l ,  economic and 
demographic information recorded f o r  t h e  p l aces  of res idence  
of t h e  respondents i n  t h e  1978 e l e c t i o n  survey,  
sets inc lude  information a t  t h e  congressional  d i s t r i c t  level; 
t h e  i t e m s  contained i n  these f i l e s  w e r e  dra- from the computer- 
readable  f i l e s  produced by t h e  Census Bureau e n t i t l e d  Congres- 
s i o n a l  Dis t r ic t  Data Book (93rd Congress),  There are, 
r e spec t ive ly ,  377, 421, 247 and 2 1  v a r i a b l e s  contained i n  t h e  
fou r  f i l e s .  A f i f t h  d a t a s e t ,  comprising census t a b u l a t i o n s  

Four data-  

t 

a t  t h e  county l e v e l ,  w a s  prepared from t h e  Census Bureau's 
County and C i ty  Data Book, 1972 f i l e .  
t h a t  d a t a s e t  inc lude  a l l  d a t a  i t e m s  s p e c i f i c  t o  count ies  t h a t  
w e r e  presented i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i l e  prepared by t h e  Census Bureau. 

The 204 v a r i a b l e s  i n  
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a t  t h e  county l e v e l ,  w a s  prepared from t h e  Census Bureau-s  
County and C i ty  Data Book, 1972 f i l e .  
t h a t  d a t a s e t  inc lude  i 

The 204 v a r i a b l e s  i n  

c 




