
From the zip folder  
downloaded from ICPSR, 
select the “set-up.sas” 
file and the “data.txt” 
file  and drag and drop 
them into the new folder, 
DS8872. If there are more 
than one dataset in the  
downloaded file, be sure 
that the set-up file and 
the data file have the 
same dataset number, 
which is the second set of  
numbers in the name, 
such as “.0001.”

Using an ICPSR set-up file to create a SAS dataset
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Move data and set-up file into new SAS folder.

Name library and raw data files.

From the Start menu, launch SAS, and in the Editor program, write the codes to create and name a folder in 
the SAS permanent file for this project, “DS8872,” and rename the raw data file, “Input1,” and save in the new 
folder, DS8872. Be sure to observe the SAS filenaming convention, which states that names are 
			   ▪  no longer than 8 characters, 
			   ▪  start with a letter, and 
			   ▪  contain only letters, numbers, or underscores (_). 
The Log above the Editor confirms action complete and shows errors, if any. 
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Comment marks precede 
(/*)  and follow (*/)  
statements that are not 
enabled in the set-up file. 
These statements  
contain the labels and 
names for values and  
variables, labeling for  
missing data and other 
useful information. To 
include the statements, 
delete the marks around 
the statement. Continue 
working through the file 
until you reach the DATA 
and INFILE statements. 

The DATA statement names the new dataset preceded by the library’s name, “DS8872.da8872.” The INFILE 
statement points to the raw data or its location to create the new dataset. We have already given the raw 
data a SAS filename, “Infile1.” Highlight and delete “Data-filename” and replace it with “Infile1.” Retain the 
LRECL if given.  
Continue working through the file removing comment marks, as appropriate. 

Delete comment marks from procedures.

Edit Data and Infile Commands.
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Once the DATA and 
INFILE commands have 
been edited to include 
the names and  
location of the files and 
the naming of variables 
and value labels have 
been enabled, check to 
be sure that there is a 
RUN; command in place. 
Then click on the icon at 
the top of the window to 
run the file.

Run set-up file.

Confirm success.
Here is the 
confirmation in the Log 
file that the new SAS 
dataset has been  
created.  
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Copy and paste the 
Libname and Filename 
commands from the 
beginning of this  
process into the  
beginning of the set-up 
file after the heading 
and before the first 
PROC FORMAT  
statement. Write a  
short statement about 
what the statements  
accomplish preceded 
by an asterisk (*) and 
followed by a semi-
colon (;). Save the file 
to the folder, DS8872 
with a name that is 
descriptive, such as “ed-
ited.08872-0001.setup.

Edit and save set-up file.

Start with a short statement about the statement preceded by an asterisk (*) and followed by a semi-colon (;). 
This statement saves the Formats Catalog that the set-up file created so it can be used with the dataset in the 
future. Use a PROC FORMAT statement and the option “CNTLOUT=DS8872.Formats” to create the catalog and 
add a “Run ;” command. Be sure to close each line with a semi-colon. Highlight the PROC FORMAT AND RUN 
statements and go to the menus at the top and click on “Submit.” After confirming in the log file that the  
catalog has been successfully created, save the edited set up file again. In subsequent sessions using this  
dataset, use a PROC FORMAT and CNTLIN option to make the data and variable labels and names available in 
the SAS session. 

Create Formats Catalog for future use.
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Open SAS and begin in a new Program Editor. Write a short note about opening a dataset in SAS and applying 
the formats catalog. Remember to start with an asterisk (*) and end with a semi-colon (;). Name the library 
DS8872 using the “LIBNAME” statement and enter the path to the file. Titling the files is optional but is includ-
ed here following the LIBNAME.  Use the PROC FORMAT statement with the option CNTLIN and point to the 
formats catalog to make the formats accessible to SAS, “cntlin=ds8872.formats.” A PROC CONTENT statement 
that describes the dataset can be used but is also optional. Add a “RUN ;” command at the end of the script 
and go to the menus at the top and click on “Submit.”

Open dataset for subsequent use. 

Confirm dataset opened in SAS.
The results of the PROC  
CONTENT statement confirms 
the location of the file, the 
number of cases, and the path 
to the file. 
This dataset is ready for  
analysis.


